
	[bookmark: bLogoLeftHeader2][image: ]
	
	
	2 (2)



	[bookmark: bmBort]
	[bookmark: bMot_namn]

	[bookmark: bAvsnamn]Stockholm University
	[bookmark: bMot_institution]

	[bookmark: bAvstitel]
	[bookmark: bMot_foretag]

	[bookmark: bAvs_institution]Department of Media Studies
	[bookmark: bMot_adr]

	Section for Journalism, Media and Communication Studies (JMK)
	[bookmark: bNamn2]

	
	



	[bookmark: bLogoLeftHeader][image: ]
	[bookmark: bDoktyp]
[bookmark: bDatum]January 30, 2017
	
	1 (2)



[image: SU_logo_20mm_300dpi_SVENSK]		2(2)

[bookmark: bLogoLeftFooter][image: ]
	[bookmark: bCompanyName]Stockholm University
	[bookmark: bVisitingAddress]Visiting address:
	[bookmark: bTelefon][bookmark: bTelefonNummer]Phone: +46 8 16 20 00 (switchboard)

	[bookmark: bInstitution]Box 27 861, 115 93 STOCKHOLM, SWEDEN
	[bookmark: bGatuAdress]Karlavägen 104, 5th floor
	[bookmark: bTelefaxNummer]

	
	[bookmark: bWebbAdress]www.ims.su.se
	[bookmark: bEpostAdress]



[bookmark: bDelges]American Media Professor to visit Sweden:
“Trump’s media hostile populism threatens freedom of the press”
Both before and after the presidential elections the new US president Donald Trump has attacked the media. Professor of Media and Public Affairs Silvio Waisbord at George Washington University is to visit Stockholm University this week where he will give a public lecture about the new media landscape. He is concerned about the potential impact of Trump’s populism on the press.
 “His hostility towards the press, reflected in his combative language and reluctance to hold open and civil press conferences, is worrisome”, said Silvio Waisbord.  
Waisbord believes that news organizations can produce investigative reporting that scrutinizes the new administration amid increased tension and uncertainty.
“Populism might mobilize people against the critical press in a negative manner, cultivating hatred of those who think differently, offering arguments to justify restrictions, censorship and tougher laws, discouraging critical reporting”. 
Whether Europe will face the same fate as the US remains to be seen, according to Waisbord, even though some populist governments such as in Hungary and Poland have tried to weaken freedom of the press.
“We are really in uncharted waters in contemporary politics, media and democracy. It depends on whether democratic institutions/mechanisms are strong enough to resist populism's attacks and the press becomes emboldened to denounce abuses and scrutinize populism”.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Reporters Without Borders has highlighted the importance of press freedom during Trump’s presidency.
Read more
Silvio Waisbord is Professor in the School of Media and Public Affairs at The George Washington University (USA) and LRE Guest Professor at the Department of Media Studies, Stockholm University. Please visit ims.su.se for more information. 
For further information 
Silvio Waisbord, Professor, George Washington University, phone +46 (0)8-16 45 02 office (while in Stockholm Jan. 30 – Feb. 3), e-mail waisbord@gwu.edu 

Svante Emanuelli, Communications Officer, Department of Media Studies, phone +46 (0)8-16 44 18, e-mail svante.emanuelli@ims.su.se
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